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demonstrated  during a memorable strike an unprecedented
fr^?.t2rn:?.:;t;:on ".;:th  the  Congress Committee.
Scorr, unfortunately Congress ministers appeared to call a very
different t.;ne. In Madras and Bombay, the workers' right to strike
came to be in iaopardy. A sharp controversy developed over the
Borr/oay industrial Disputes Bill in the latter part of 1933. The bill
seriously lir-Jted the right to strike by imposing a four months'
interim car'oc for the operation oi conciliation machinery, during
whien strike action was illegal; it also directed registration of unions
in a v/ay which would favour company unions. The Bombay Trade
Union Congress called a protest strike against the bill on N7ovember
7 ; and the Icjtfal encountered policeshoorng which caused, to every-
one's consternation, many casualties and one death. The loud
votaries of " non-violence'* said not a word in condemnation Nehru
and the Congress " leftist " President, Subhas Bose, also kept quiet,
presumably in order not to incur the displeasure of the redoubtable
Sardar Yc/ilabhai Patel, Chairman of the Congress Parliamentary
Board.
Prohibition was an important and much publicised plank of the
Congress programme, and considerable progress was made in that
sphere. Congress Ministries, generally, gave more attention than
their predecessors to education and public health. Accepting no
more than a mere five hundred rupees a month, they set an example
of economy, but it was only a gesture, for such exceptional retrench-
ment could not swell the provinces* scanty coffers, and progress in
education and public health could only be minute. On the whole, it
came to be found, when the first flush of enthusiasm died down, that
Congress ministers were leaning, towards the possessing classes and
were not even averse to agreement with imperialism in order to keep
on to power. They seemed to forget that the Congress owed its
strength to the people and a divorce from the soil would mean its
ruination. A crisis developed, therefore, in the national movement,
and there was a great deal of discontent with the dominant trends in
the Congress. One heard warnings against " the drift to constitu-
tionalism " and the Congress High Command's deviations from old-
time militancy.
There was considerable perturbation in the country, which the
Haripura Congress session (1938) could not alleviate. Subhas Bose,
who presided there and gave an address which in spite of ideological
confusions, was unequivocally go-ahead, now came forward -as the
principal spokesman of left-wing opinion He was the only one
among top-rank all-India leaders to take stand, and got, as a result,
the support of all leftist groups when he stood for re-election as